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Each American family is similarly shaped and guided by its forbears. Just as a 
nation learns and is strengthened by its history, so a family learns and is strength­
ened by its understanding of preceding generations. As Americans live longer, more 
and more families are enriched by their shared experiences with grandparents and 
great-grandparents. 

The elders of each family have the responsibility for setting the moral tone for 
the family and for passing on the traditional values of our nation to their children 
and grandchildren. They bore the hardships and made the sacrifices that produced 
much of the progress and comfort we enjoy today. It is appropriate, therefore, that 
as individuals and as a nation, that we salute our grandparents for their contribution 
to our lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Sunday, September 10, 1978, as "National Grandpar­
ents Day." I urge officials of Government at the national, state, and local levels, and 
of voluntary organizations to plan appropriate activities so that the contributions 
that our grandparents have made may be appropriately recognized. 

I urge each citizen to pause and to reflect on the influence his grandparents 
have had in shaping his own destiny, and on the legacy bestowed upon our contem­
porary society by his grandparents' generation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and third. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4581 • August 8, 1978 

Hre Prevention Week, 1978 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Fire causes more loss of life and property in the United States than all other 
natural disasters combined. In the home, fire is the second most frequent cause of 
accidental death. Volunteer and professional firefighters bear a disproportionate 
burden of the human costs of fire; firefighting is still America's most hazardous 
profession. 

Every year in this decade 7,500 U.S. citizens have died, 310,000 have been 
injured and more than $4 billion worth of personal property has been destroyed. 
America's fire incidents, casualties, and dollar loss per capita are among the very 
highest in the industrialized world. 

As evidence of my strong personal concern about our fire problem, I have 
proposed a reorganization plan that would put the federal government's principal 
fire programs in a new Federal Emergency Management Agency. This agency would 
coordinate America's disaster preparedness, mitigation and response efforts. But the 
federal government cannot reduce America's fire losses by itself. The public and 
private sector—all individuals, organizations and governmental entities—must help. 
Together we can eliminate this unnecessary life-threatening destruction. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate October 8-14, 1978, as Fire Prevention Week. 

Because fire deaths most often occur in homes, I call upon American families 
and other property owners to install smoke detectors, to practice exit drills, and to 
be especially vigilant in guarding against fires caused by cooking and fires caused by 
smoking materials, which cause the greatest number of fires and greatest proportion 
of losses in homes. 

I support and encourage the cooperative efforts of private enterprise and 
government in developing low cost residential sprinkler systems and I urge commer­
cial and government property owners to install sprinklers in both new and older 
buildings, especially those buildings in which large numbers of people gather. 

I urge all agencies of Federal, state and local government involved in the 
planning and implementation of programs directed to finding solutions to such 
national concerns as energy conservation, environmental protection, and economic 
well-being to fully consider the effects of their programs on the fire safety of the 
environment in which Americans live and work. 

I encourage the fire service, police, prosecutors, the insurance industry, and 
government to work together to remove incentives for arson, and to improve arson 
detection and prosecution so that we can begin to eliminate this costly, often life-
threatening crime. 

I urge officials in private industry and in government who are responsible for 
using or regulating hazardous materials to seek and implement measures to signifi­
cantly reduce the possibility of life loss in the event of manufacturing, transporta­
tion, or storage accidents and to assist the fire services in preparing for such 
disasters should they occur. 

Finally, I call upon the members of the Joint Council of National Fire Service 
Organizations, the National Fire Protection Association, all other organizations con­
cerned with fire safety, and the National Fire Prevention and Control Administration 
to provide the leadership, planning, and innovation necessary for an effective na­
tional fire prevention and control effort. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and third. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4582 • , August 8, 1978 

General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 1978 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

One hundred and ninety-nine years ago, the Polish patriot Casimir Pulaski gave 
his life fighting for freedom in the American Revolution. 

General Pulaski, an exile from his native Poland, arrived in 1777 to join the 
Revolutionary Army. He fought courageously at Brandywine and in other battles, 
and he formed and commanded the famous cavalry unit, the Pulaski Legion, which 
fought nobly in the cause of American independence. 
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